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Minutes of the Board of Ward County Commissioners
May 2, 2023

The regular meeting of the Ward County Commission was called to order by Chairman/Commissioner Fjeldahl at 9:04 AM with Commissioners Anderson, Olson, Rostad, and Weppler present.  Also present were department heads Brian Vangsness, Dana Larsen, Emily Burkett, Jason Blowers, Kelly Haugan, Lolly Gorze, Marisa Haman, Noreen Barton, Robert Roed, and Roza Larson. 
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Weppler to approve the agenda with the following revisions:  Add item 4.5, Rex Weltikol, Fire Emergency and Burn Restriction; item 10E, Memorandum of Agreement for parking lot; 12A has an additional pay amendment; and add item 13J, Approval of Liquor License for Grove Hospitality, LLC.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Weppler to approve the minutes of the Special Commission Meeting on April 12, 2023 and Regular Commission Meeting on April 18, 2023 with clarification on page 1 of the April 18 meeting to state Financial Partnership between County and State Base Pay Policy.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve the regular bills totaling $158,310.62 and Human Service Zone direct cost bills totaling $10,105.82.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
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	GENERAL BILLS

	CHECK #
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	191421
	BEKKA'S BUTTONS
	HEM OF PANTS--SHERIFF
	$20.00

	191422
	BOTTINEAU COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF TAX LIEN PARCEL-SERVICE--GENERAL
	$20.00

	191422
	BOTTINEAU COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF TAX LIEN PARCEL-MILEAGE--GENERAL
	$40.80

	DD
	BRUMMUND, PAIGE F
	DAY TRIPS 02/22/23-02/28/23 FEB DAILY TRAVEL--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$22.93

	DD
	BRUMMUND, PAIGE F
	DAY TRIPS 03/01/23-03/30/23 MAR DAILY TRAVEL--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$18.34

	DD
	BRUMMUND, PAIGE F
	OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 03/24/23-03/26/23 FARGO--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$412.75

	191423
	BURLEIGH COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT
	NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE PARCEL - COPY--GENERAL
	$4.00

	191423
	BURLEIGH COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT
	NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE PARCEL - MILEAGE--GENERAL
	$15.00

	191423
	BURLEIGH COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT
	NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE PARCEL - SERVICE--GENERAL
	$30.00

	191424
	CARRIZALES, ANN MARIE
	TRAINING "THE FIGHT AFTER THE FIGHT" 9/8-9/2023--SHERIFF
	$10,000.00

	191425
	DACOTAH PAPER CO
	FACIAL TISSUE AND GLOVES--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$150.52

	191426
	FARGO GLASS & PAINT
	GLASS FOR JAIL-2 CELL WINDOW'S/2 XTRA GLASS PIECES--FACILITY
	$9,084.00

	192427
	FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS INC
	INSPECTION & MAINTENANCE OF FIRE SUPPRESSION - JAIL--FACILITY
	$349.85

	191428
	GRAPHICS LETTERING & TRIM
	REMOVE GRAPHICS & ADHESIVE #14--SHERIFF
	$240.00

	191429
	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT
	NETMOTION--SHERIFF
	$313.85

	191255
	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT
	DP 650 - SSL VPN CLIENT--IT
	$5.00

	DD
	KOSSAN, KENTON
	DAY TRIP 04/14/23 KENMARE--EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	$73.36

	191321
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS COURTHOUSE--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$1,540.90

	191371
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS JAIL--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$1,699.97

	191321
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS ADMIN BLDG--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$994.91

	191321
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS 900 BLDG--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$1,480.83

	191321
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS COURTHOUSE--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$176.16

	191321
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS COUNTY NORTH BLDG--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$443.24

	191371
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	GAS JAIL--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$2,970.45

	191430
	MINOT'S FINEST COLLISION CENTER
	VEHICLE REPAIRS - DEDUCTIBLE - 2014 FOR EXPLORER--SHERIFF
	$1,000.00

	191430
	MINOT'S FINEST COLLISION CENTER
	VEHICLE REPAIRS - SUPPLEMENT- 2018 FORD POLICE--INSURANCE
	$933.33

	191430
	MINOT'S FINEST COLLISION CENTER
	VEHICLE REPAIRS - 2014 FOR EXPLORER--INSURANCE
	$4,367.01

	191431
	MOUNTAIN PLAINS YOUTH SERVICES
	MONTHLY SHELTER CONTRACT - APRIL 2023--GENERAL
	$5,754.65

	191322
	ND ASSOC OF ASSESSING OFFICERS
	COURSE 300-E BREWER CERT CLASS 5/8-12/23--TAX EQUALIZATION
	$580.00

	191432
	ND STATE RADIO COMM
	TERMINAL FEE Q1 (JAN - MAR2023)--STATES ATTORNEY
	$600.00

	191432
	ND STATE RADIO COMM
	Q1 TELETYPE RENTAL (JAN - MAR 2023)--SHERIFF
	$600.00

	191432
	ND STATE RADIO COMM
	LETS LICENSE RENEWAL FEE 2023--SHERIFF
	$143.00

	191433
	NDSU DEPT 7510
	SHARED SALARIES-Q1 2023- HOLLY ARNOLD--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$3,238.15

	191433
	NDSU DEPT 7510
	SHARED SALARIES-Q1 2023- EB, PB, EB, EH--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$27,538.90

	DD
	OLTHOFF, PAUL J
	OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 03/15-16/23 BISMARCK--JUVENILE DETENTION
	$38.50

	191434
	PEOPLES STATE BANK OF VELVA
	SEARCH WARRANT - GARRISON CREEK CONST LLC--SHERIFF
	$186.00

	DD
	RAY, CHRISTOPHER B
	OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 03/15-16/23 BISMARCK--JUVENILE DETENTION
	$182.60

	191435
	ROCHESTER ARMORED CAR CO INC
	ARMORED CAR SERVICE - APRIL 2023--AUDITOR AND TREASURER
	$506.02

	DD
	SCHILLER, TAYLOR S
	SHOES - SHOE CARNIVAL 273899--SHERIFF
	$75.23

	191436
	SUMMIT FOOD SERVICES LLC
	INMATE MEALS - MARCH 2023--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$37,619.46

	191372
	THOMAS LAW FIRM
	2023 INDIGENT DEFENSE - MAY 2023--GENERAL
	$2,000.00

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	INDIGENT SUPPLIES--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$74.60

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	DEBIT CARD FEES--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$76.00

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	INDIGENT SUPPLIES--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$81.40

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	DEBIT CARD FEES--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$91.00

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	LAW LIBRARY--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$149.00

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	CHECK STOCK--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$88.95

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	LAW LIBRARY--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$154.00

	191437
	TURNKEY CORRECTIONS
	LAW LIBRARY--JAIL OPERATIONS
	$152.00

	191438
	TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC
	ERP PRO ANNUAL FEES 05/01/23-04/30/24--HUMAN RESOURCES
	$2,444.90

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	POSTAGE--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$15.74

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	POSTAGE--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$20.79

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	SERVICES--EXTENSION SERVICE
	$22.10

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	POSTAGE--HUMAN SERVICES
	$174.80

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	SERVICES--HUMAN SERVICES
	$61.41

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	POSTAGE--GENERAL
	$5,660.89

	191373
	UNITED MAILING SERVICES INC
	SERVICES--GENERAL
	$337.92

	191256
	WEX HEALTH, INC.
	FSA MONTHLY FEES - MARCH--HUMAN RESOURCES
	$192.50

	191374
	WILHELM TIM
	2023 INDIGENT DEFENSE - MAY 2023--GENERAL
	$2,000.00

	191323
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY 425 BLDG--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$135.04

	191323
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY COURTHOUSE--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$4,051.77

	191323
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY JAIL--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$7,524.72

	191375
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY FOR SOO PARKING LOT--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$45.43

	191375
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY FOR 900 BUILDING--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$722.08

	191375
	XCEL    ENERGY
	ELECTRICITY FOR 900 BUILDING--FACILITY MANAGEMENT
	$84.38

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total General Bills: 
	$139,831.13

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PARK BOARD BILLS

	CHECK #
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	 AMOUNT 

	191441
	GERDAU
	FLAT & SHEET IRON
	$227.05

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total Park Board Bills: 
	$227.05

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ROAD/HIGHWAY BILLS

	CHECK #
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	 AMOUNT 

	191411
	AMERICAN TRUCK & TRAILER
	REAR ARM ASSY
	$325.59

	191412
	CAPITAL ONE TRADE CREDIT
	HOOKS, PINKS, ORING REMOVER, SCREWDRIVER
	$22.55

	191413
	DAKOTA FLUID POWER INC
	GATE HOSE ASSY, COUPLERS
	$386.26

	191413
	DAKOTA FLUID POWER INC
	GATE HOSE ASSY
	$61.16

	191414
	DAKOTA TRUCK & FARM
	FRONT CHASSIS, BOLTS, NUTS, SPRINGS
	$788.14

	191415
	GERDAU
	TUBING
	$69.73

	191376
	KENMARE CITY OF
	WATER - SEWER
	$57.50

	191416
	LIEBELT, NORBERT VANCE LAYNE
	TEMP EASEMENT NW4NW4 23-154-83  0.106 ACRES
	$660.00

	191416
	LIEBELT, NORBERT VANCE LAYNE
	TEMP EASEMENT NW4NW4 23-154-83  0.048 ACRES
	$330.00

	191377
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	UTILITIES BLDG D
	$665.71

	191377
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	UTILITIES BLDG B
	$1,408.46

	191377
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	UTILITIES - BLDG A
	$417.70

	191377
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	UTILITIES - BLDG C
	$1,049.27

	191377
	MDU - BISMARCK OFFICE
	UTILITIES - BLDG E
	$158.65

	191417
	MENARDS - MINOT
	HOSE, SOCKET, RODENT TRAPS, AIR FRESHENERS
	$141.87

	191417
	MENARDS - MINOT
	SPRAY PAINT
	$39.92

	191417
	MENARDS - MINOT
	RESPIRATOR, CHANNEL LOCK, TOWELS, BINS, WAS & DRY
	$85.68

	191378
	OTTERTAIL POWER CO
	UTILITIES - DOUGLAS
	$428.54

	191418
	RDO/POWERPLAN
	FILTER KIT
	$247.42

	191418
	RDO/POWERPLAN
	EDGES
	$2,780.00

	191419
	SUNDRE SAND & GRAVEL INC
	SALT SAND
	$6,233.95

	191420
	SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO
	MOTOR
	$1,440.10

	191420
	SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO
	DOOR GLASS
	$276.48

	DD
	UDE, COLE A
	OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 4/11/23-4/12/23 BISMARCK
	$45.50

	DD
	WALTER, BRIAN A
	OVERNIGHT TRAVEL 4/11/23-4/12/23 BISMARCK
	$45.50

	191379
	XCEL    ENERGY
	UTILITIES - ELECTRIC POWER BERTHOLD
	$86.76

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total Road/Highway Bills: 
	$18,252.44

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	VISION ZERO BILLS

	CHECK #
	VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	 AMOUNT 

	 
	 
	 
	$0.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	Total Vision Zero Bills: 
	$0.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$158,310.62

	
	
	
	



Lolly Gorze, Human Resources Director, appeared to ask Dana Larsen to present a 20-year anniversary coin to Darwin Hedstand and a retirement coin for Kim Rossland for her 34 years of service.  
Rex Weltikol, Minot Rural Fire Chief, appeared to discuss a fire emergency and burn restriction for Ward County.  Mr. Weltikol stated the daily North Dakota Fire Danger Index can be viewed at www.minotrural.org.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to declare a fire emergency and burn restriction effective immediately through November 30, 2023 and have the chairman sign.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Mr. Brown, HOA president for Building 19 of the Stony Ridge Condo Association appeared to speak to a rezoning request change from C2 to RN.  Mr. Brown stated that should anything structural happen to the buildings, insurance will not cover it due to the current commercial zoning and not residential zoning.  
Dana Larsen, Highway Engineer, spoke to the situation.  There is a Condo Association for the Stony Ridge Condos with two condos being built and three unbuilt.  Ward County has ownership in the three unbuilt condos due to foreclosure and leaving Ward County with an interest in the Condo Association.  Mr. Larsen stated the City of Minot has made zone changes and will not allow a condo association to build on a commercial lot.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the rezoning from commercial to residential for the above-referenced property.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Further discussion was held on separating the property, the special assessments on the property, and how to move forward with this property.  
Major Paul Olthoff, Juvenile Detention Center, spoke to the Joint Powers Agreement between Golden Valley and Ward County.  
Moved by Shelly Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the Joint Powers Agreement as described above.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Noreen Barton, Director of Tax Equalization, presented the Tax Roll Memorandum.  
1. MH is not livable, remove from tax roll:

	Property Owner
	Description
	Physical Address
	Valuation   Year
	Old
True & Full
	New 
True & Full
	Old Taxable Value
	New
Taxable Value

	Kuglin, Stacy 
	NE5102844
Prairie Acres MHP
Lot 23
	5120 Hwy 2 E
 Lot 23
Minot, ND 58701
	2023
	$4,000
	$0.00
	$180
	$0.00

	Kuglin, Stacy 
	NE5102844
Prairie Acres MHP
Lot 23
	5120 Hwy 2 E
 Lot 23
Minot, ND 58701
	2022
 
	$4,000
	$0.00
	$180
	$0.00



2. Current Review of the Information with the Owner, reflected a change in the value of the MH:

	Property Owner
	Description
	Physical Address
	Valuation   Year
	Old
True & Full
	New 
True & Full
	Old Taxable Value
	New
Taxable Value

	Meyer, Carla
	BD5103940
Berthold MHP
Lot 8
	7 Tyler St.
Lot 8 
Berthold, ND 
58718
	2023
	$9,000
	$5,000
	$405
	$225



3. Property Owner qualifies for Farm Residence Exemption:

	Property Owner
	Description
	Physical Address
	Valuation   Year
	Old
True & Full
	New 
True & Full
	Old Taxable Value
	New
Taxable Value

	Porter, Justin & Breanna
	RL5105537
S2NE S2NW 
Rice Lake 

	12960 240th Ave SW
Douglas, ND 58735
	2023
	$52,000
	$0.00
	$2,340
	$0.00

	Porter, Justin & Breanna
	RL5105537
S2NE S2NW 
Rice Lake 

	12960 240th Ave SW
Douglas, ND 58735
	2022
	$53,000
	$0.00
	$2,385
	$0.00






4. Foreclosure Property that should have been Exempt:

	Property Owner
	Description
	Physical Address
	Valuation   Year
	Old
True & Full
	New 
True & Full
	Old Taxable Value
	New
Taxable Value

	Ward County
	BN130560400040
Highlands Ranch 3rd Addn. 
Lot 4 Block 4
	Unassigned
Burlington, ND 58722
	2022
	$28,000
	$0.00
	$1,400
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400040
Highlands Ranch 3rd Addn. 
Lot 4 Block 4
	Unassigned
Burlington, ND
58722

	2021
	$28,000
	$0.00
	$1,400
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400040
Highlands Ranch 3rd Addn. 
Lot 4 Block 4
	Unassigned
Burlington, ND 
58722
	2020
	$28,000
	$0.00
	$1,400
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400030
Highlands Ranch
3rd Addn.
Lot 3 Block 4
	Unassigned 
Burlington, ND 58722
	2022
	$34,000
	$0.00
	$1,700
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400030
Highlands Ranch 
3rd Addn.
Lot 3 Block 4

	Unassigned 
Burlington, ND 58722
	2021
	$34,000
	$0.00
	$1,700
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400010
Highlands Ranch
3rd Addn.
Lot 1 Block 4
	Unassigned
Burlington, ND 
58722

	2022
	$7,000
	$0.00
	$350
	$0.00

	Ward County 
	BN130560400010
Highlands Ranch
3rd Addn.
Lot 1 Block 4
	Unassigned
Burlington, ND 
58722
	2021
	$7,000
	$0.00
	$350
	$0.00



5. Reduction is needed to reflect Market Value:

	Property Owner
	Description
	Physical Address
	Valuation   Year
	Old
True & Full
	New 
True & Full
	Old Taxable Value
	New
Taxable Value

	Floros Inc
	MI19C990000020
Mar-Son 3rd Addn.
Lot 2 
	2120 Burdick Expy E.
Minot, ND 58701
	2022
	$1,021,000
	$623,000
	$45,945
	$28,035



Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve adjustments to Tax Roll Memorandum as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Brian Vangsness, Facility Management Director, appeared with an update on the 425 Building.  Mr. Vangsness stated this property is not zoned residential and would need a sprinkler system installed if kids were to be housed in the building, at a cost between $30,000.00 to $50,000.00.  Mr. Vangsness is looking for direction on whether to proceed or halt the project.  
Doug Diedrichsen, Planning and Zoning Administrator, spoke to the usage classification of the building at the present time which is M1, light industrial.  The Ward County Administration building is zoned Central Business District which does allow for group and boarding homes as a permitted use.  Under the M1 industrial classification, group and boarding homes is not permitted.  A zone change would have to be requested from the City of Minot in order to have any type of group home in the 425 Building.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to cancel the 425 Building update relating to the Human Service Zone.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to open a public hearing at 9:53 AM regarding a variance application from Fernando and Jessica Almaraz.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Doug Diedrichsen, Planning and Zoning Administrator, presented an application for a variance from Fernando and Jessica Almaraz for the following described property:  Larsons 1st addition lots 10, 11 & 12 Blk 3.  The applicant is proposing build on a small residential lot located in the platted town of Foxholm.  Applicant has agreed to setbacks at 75’ from County Road and 100’ from Highway. The lot is too small to accommodate the setback requirements of a state highway. This lot is for future residential purposes. Ward County zoning applies with the township recommending approval.  The hearing was published in the Minot Daily News.  The planning commission has recommended approval based on findings of fact and staff recommendations. 
No one came forward to speak to this variance.
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Anderson to close the public hearing at 9:55 AM.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Weppler to approve the variance application from Fernando and Jessica Almaraz as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Application for a plat from Richard Burtch for the following described property:  Proposed Outlot 2 lying in the SE4NE4 21-157-81.  The applicant is proposing to parcel an outlot, proposed outlot 2 is 5.83 acres. This outlot is for future residential purposes. Ward County zoning applies with the township recommending approval.  The planning commission has recommended approval of the plat based on findings of fact and staff recommendations. 
Moved by Comm. Anderson, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the plat application from Richard Burtch as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Application for a plat from Craig McCormack for the following described property:  Proposed Outlots 1&2 lying in the E2SE4 26-155-85.  The applicant is proposing to parcel two outlots, proposed outlot 1 is 10.00 acres, proposed outlot 2 is 7.26 acres. These outlots are for future residential purposes. Ward County zoning applies with the township recommending approval.  The planning commission has recommended approval of the plat based on findings of fact and staff recommendations. 
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to approve the plat application from Craig McCormack as presented, with no additional approaches being permitted into these outlots.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Application for a plat vacation from Dwayne Brandt for the following described property:  Outlot 1 lying in the NE4NE4 36-151-86.  The applicant is proposing to vacate an outlot, current outlot 1 is 10.00 acres. This outlot was for residential/agricultural purposes. Ward County zoning applies with the township recommending approval.  The planning commission has recommended approval of the plat based on findings of fact and staff recommendations. 
Moved by Comm. Anderson, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the plat application for vacation from Dwayne Brandt as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Dana Larsen, County Highway Engineer, appeared regarding construction engineering for bridge replacement in Sawyer Township. 
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Weppler to select Ackerman-Estvold Engineering to perform the construction engineering on the bridge replacement in Sawyer Township an authorize the chairman to sign the engineering contract.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Mr. Larsen spoke to county-wide patching bids.  Mr. Larsen stated this is a combination of county-wide patching and surface improvements.  Ward County received 3 bids for this project with the low bid coming from Minot Paving.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the low bid of $315,146.00 from Minot Paving for the county wide patching project.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
The third item Mr. Larsen addressed is county-wide striping bids.  Two bids were received for this project with the low bid from Traffic Safety Services, Inc. in the amount of $282,143.09.   Mr. Larsen stated approximately 250 miles of county-wide striping on paved roads will be done (centerline and edge line).  
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve the low bid of $282,143.09 from Traffic Safety Services, Inc.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Next addressed by Mr. Larsen is the US 83 Bypass chip seal project by ND-DOT.  ND-DOT will be chip sealing a small portion of County Road 10 where it ties into the US 83 Bypass and ND-DOT is requesting cost share for the county’s portion.  The cost share is estimated to be around $1,034.00.  
Motion by Comm. Anderson, seconded by Comm. Olson to authorize the chairman to sign the attached cost participation agreement for the project.   Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Lastly, Mr. Larsen presented a Memorandum of Agreement between Industrial Builders Inc. and Ward County Government in regard to using the southeast portion of our parking lot by the Soo Line Railroad as well as an Indemnity and Hold Harmless Agreement.  
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Olson to authorize the chairman to sign the agreement once the contractor has signed.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried  
Travis Schmit, Assistant Highway Engineer, appeared.  Mr. Schmit gave an update on the ARPA Project MOAs.  All external projects have signed and returned their respective MOAs and all funds at this time are committed as we move forward with the ARPA projects.   
Mr. Schmit spoke to a Ward County ARPA request, Project 9, which was for blinds and carpet in the Courthouse that was initially approved for $49,515.44.  Total expenses were $39,506.41 leaving $10,009.03 remaining.  Mr. Schmit stated the Courthouse would like to use the remaining funds to replace a heat pump in the courtroom basement due to noise issues.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the request to add the heat pump for Juvenile Detention to ARPA Project 9.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Mr. Schmit spoke to the First Responder SIRN request for radios.  The recent response for funding the SIRN radio project is $341,495.94.  Previous ARPA funding to these organizations has been $256,479.40.  The chart presented shows all funding that went out to the organizations, with some not requesting or receiving funds.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to approve all requests up to $10,000.00 at this point for those who did not receive any prior ARPA funding, which comes to approximately $75,000.00.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Lastly, Mr. Schmit discussed the Land Use Authority and the NFIP.  Results of the survey that was sent out townships in Ward County that have their own planning and zoning authority regarding signing an MOA as well as support of a County Ordinance covering all townships was discussed.  
Moved by Comm. Anderson, seconded by Comm. Rostad to assist the Townships that wish to adopt the current Ward County Floodplain Zoning Ordinance and draft an MOA outlining the object and duties required between the respective township and Ward County.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Recess at 10:41 AM.
Meeting was reconvened at 10:44 AM to conduct interview with Ernest Medalen for Tuition Appeals Committee board opening.
Recess at 10:51 AM.
Meeting was reconvened at 10:55 AM.
Lolly Gorze, Human Resource Director, appeared regarding reopening and approving the position of deputy in the State’s Attorney Office for the purpose of promotion and recruitment opportunities.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve the hiring of a deputy and removing the two lead positions in the State’s Attorney Office.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Ms. Gorze next spoke to the creation of assistant/foreman position for the facilities department.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to open an assistant/foreman position for Facilities Management.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Ms. Gorze stated the Sheriff’s Department is doing some restructuring and would like the board’s approval.   To begin with, the Sheriff’s Department would like re-class the Warrants Clerk into a CSO/Evidence Tech position.  Ms. Gorze went on to state the department would like to create a new chain of command as well as step increases for the office staff that absorbed the warrants clerk’s position.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the restructuring requested by the Sheriff’s Department as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Finally, Ms. Gorze appeared with the following pay amendments:  D. Hanson, Jail; James Murray, Facilities Management; Kevyn Jemtrud, Sheriff’s Dept.; Jennifer Watson, Sheriff’s Dept.; and Christina Botteicher, Sheriff’s Dept.       
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Weppler to approve the payroll amendments as presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Auditor/Treasurer Marisa Haman appeared.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to receive and file the following correspondence:  Letter from Trinity Health Foundation dated April 14, 2023; Bylaws for the following:  Makoti Threshers Association, Inc. and Berthold Economic Development Corp.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried. 
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Rostad to receive and file the 2022 Annual Reports for Ward County Highway Department and Ward County Auditor.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
No update to report on tabled foreclosed property bid.
Ms. Haman presented a bid withdrawal from Jamie Chitolie for property in Sawyer, Parcel #SW000059900040.   
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to receive and file the bid withdrawal for Parcel #SW000059900040.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Olson to approve the request for Duplicate Warrants to be issued to Ward Title for $121.86, Dennis or Karen Erber for $1, 076.22, and Three Affiliated Tribes for $21.29.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Rostad, seconded by Comm. Weppler to receive and file the JP Morgan rebate information presented.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve the Gaming Site Authorization for Aggie Foundation, Minot Jr. Golf Association, Inc., and MSU Beaver Boosters.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Rostad to approve the Raffle Permit for Minot’s Finest Car Group and Men’s Winter Refuge.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
A short legislative discussion was held.  House Bill 1040 for NDPERS has passed regarding retirement but this will not affect new hires until 2025.  
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to approve the Liquor License for Grove Hospitality, LLC.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
Recess at 11:17 AM.
Meeting was reconvened at 11:22 AM.
Moved by Comm. Weppler, seconded by Comm. Anderson to appoint Ernest Medalen to the Tuition Appeals Committee.  Roll call; all voted yes; motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission conducted a 180-day evaluation of Human Resources Director Lolly Gorze.
Comm. Anderson attended the Coroner Committee meeting on Friday, April 28, 2023.  No action was taken.
At 12:04 PM with no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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